November 6, 2009
I have reviewed the HELP committee’s health care bill. What I found is, frankly, disgusting.

· The word Secretary appears nearly one thousand times. With each mention comes the establishment of a new governmental power.

· There are 87 new government programs established.

· On page 90, it states that “The Secretary…shall establish…the essential health care benefits eligible for credits.” In an attempt to sell this bill to the American people, we have been promised that the rich will be heavily taxed in order to provide credits to the poor for the purchase of covered services.  However, the Secretary of HHS has sole discretion on what services can be eligible for credits?

· On page 74, “The Secretary shall, by regulation, establish criteria for certification of health plans as qualified health plans.” A non-elected government bureaucrat will have the power to determine which health plans can be used and which cannot. Seems that the Secretary could very easily regulate that all non-governmental plans aren’t qualified which would immediately force all Americans into the government-run option.

· Page 685 states that, “The Secretary shall support development, evaluation, and dissemination of model curricula for…use in health professions schools…and for other purposes determined appropriate by the Secretary.” So the HELP committee’s idea of health care reform is also to invade the medical schools with government-issued curricula? Please explain how on earth that will improve health care!

The House bill doesn’t get any better.  The Wall Street Journal called the House bill “The Worst Bill Ever, “ further adding that this bill is “Epic new spending and taxes, pricier insurance, rationed care, dishonest accounting: the Pelosi bill has it all.” With nearly 2,000 pages and a $1,000,000,000,000 price tag, this is way more than just health care reform. 

Between the HELP bill and the House bill, they total approximately 2,800 pages (over TWO times longer than War and Peace). In order to read just the House bill in the 72 hours that it was available before debate was scheduled to begin, you would need to read 55 pages per hour, for 12 hours on three consecutive days. I trust your busy schedule does not allow for such a time commitment. 

Americans are in favor of improving our health care system. But we demand that the free market be given better tools to do so. Expanded governmental programs is NOT the answer we want. We all saw what destruction can come about with rapid governmental expansion—we only need to look to the waning years of the 43rd President.
I believe there are more instances of the abridgement of freedom of the people by gradual and silent encroachments by those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.

--James Madison
