October 22, 2009
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20500

Mr. President:

Much of the disapproval with your predecessor related to the handling of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Most Americans agree that Saddam Hussein was a vile dictator, and our removing him from power has lead to a democratic Iraq. Most Americans agree that staying on the offensive to target Al Qaeda and Taliban forces hiding in Afghanistan will help maintain our national security. Where President Bush failed was the lack of an exit strategy. Rather than committing sufficient resources to win quickly and return home, he sent a meager force to fight and occupy. It appears that your strategy in Afghanistan is destined to share the same fate, or worse.

When General McChrystal issued you his 66-page memo in August providing urgent requests, that memo and the war objectives should have garnered your full attention.  It is despicable that you would postpone acting as Commander in Chief to campaign on late night comedy shows and evening news programs for your health care reform.  It is despicable that you would fly over to Denmark to promote Chicago’s Olympic bid. It is despicable that the First Lady would travel to Denmark separately.  It is despicable that the two separate flights are costing us taxpayers nearly $2,500,000 and the jet fuel burned is dumping several more millions of pounds of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Have we not been lectured about keeping our home temperatures at reasonable levels and conserving gasoline? Our scarce financial and natural resources could be better spent.

Since taking office, you have exhibited urgency in passing certain legislation; health care reform, the stimulus package, cap and trade.  We have been made to believe that we must pass these pieces of legislation sooner rather than later in order to avoid certain doom. Do our soldiers fighting in Afghanistan not deserve greater urgency?  Why is it permissible to take nearly two months to postpone action when fighting a war, but at the same time pass an $800,000,000,000 stimulus package in a matter of days?

Our soldiers deserve better. I urge you to assume your role of President, not of Candidate. The time to act is now. Win the war in Afghanistan, and then bring our troops home. Their sacrifice is worth more than lining the pockets of politicians and special interests.

