Dear Sean Hannity,                                                        Monday, 03/23/2009

During your radio show today you were talking to an author who insisted that the only possible source of man’s unalienable rights is God. Like so many who argue the question of the source of our rights, the only other alternatives he named were the government, or men themselves. 

This question needs an answer that will include all of mankind - each and every one of them, no matter where on earth they live. Without a universal acceptance of the source of our unalienable rights, won’t we be left forever fighting over not only who granted us those rights, but also who has the moral right to annul those rights? And won’t some men continue to take it upon themselves to decide for us that our rights can be disregarded according to the expediency of the latest emergency? 

We Americans are famous for our practical approach to solving the problems of life. So, what if we took a similarly logical approach to discovering the answer to this question?  Aristotle would invite us to lay aside any assertions that the source of man’s rights is divine law or congressional law or the law of kings. He would ask us to take a long thoughtful  look at Man and then ask what is the Nature of Man? What does Man require in order to flourish on this earth? Doesn’t it make sense that the source of Man’s unalienable rights is simply the Nature of Man? Don’t we come closest to what inspired our founding fathers when we acknowledge that rights are conditions of existence required by man’s nature for his proper life as a man among men?  

Our forefathers brought their beliefs about the Origin of Man as well as their understanding of the Nature of Man to the founding of this nation. In order to insure that no power would be able to set aside the Rights of Man, they named their Creator as the source of those rights. The Creator can be thought of as that which we consider to be our highest authority, whether it is interpreted as God, Allah, Rama, or simply Reality depends on each man’s understanding of his origin.

In addition to defining our fundamental unalienable rights, our founding fathers were led by their understanding of the nature of man to institute a government to secure these Rights of Man against external enemies and internal disagreements.

The beauty of the “Nature of Man” answer is that no man regardless of his religion, or lack of it, can escape the reality that Man must be Man. And best of all - no human being needs to be left out of the privileged class of those who may claim their own lives for themselves, who are free to act on their own behalf, are free to keep the fruits of their labor and are free to develop the virtues that will allow them to define and pursue their own happiness.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Lee Harsha

1902 Iron Street

Kellogg, IA 50135 

